
Proposal to Change the Junior Scoring System 

For the Gwent League AGM, Friday 24th May 2019 

Introduction 

With a busy cross-country season, winter illnesses, and the bumps and trips of childhood, junior 
athletes often have to make a choice between struggling around a cross-country race when they 
should be putting their feet up, or being put out of contention by missing a fixture. 

The purpose of this rule change is to allow junior (up to and including under 20) athletes to miss one 
of the first four races, without affecting their overall performance.  In doing so, we also need to 
change the scoring system (see Notes: Need to Change the Scoring System). 

The reason for not including the final fixture as a race which could be missed is discussed below in 
Notes: Need to Keep Final Fixture as Compulsory. 

Under this rule change, the scores of junior teams in all 5 fixtures would continue to count towards 
the total.  Senior individual and team scoring does not change. 

Please send any comments on this proposal to Neil Miller, gwent.juniors@neilmiller.info.  The final 
draft needs to be in place by 29th April 2019 for resolution at the Gwent League AGM on 24th May.  
Alternative proposals or amendments also need to be with the league secretary by this date. 

Proposed Rule Changes 

A. Keep the senior rules separate, by renumbering existing rule 5. Team and Individual Match 
Scoring as 5.1 Team and Individual Match Scoring for Seniors.  Remove “In certain junior age 
categories, where there are only very small numbers of competitors, the leading athlete will 
score a minimum of 25 points, the runner-up 24 points and so on.” 

 
B. Add the following new rule: 

5.2 Team and Individual Match Scoring for Juniors 

5.2.1 Individual Scoring 

Scoring in each age group will be based on the ‘adjusted’ position (the position with all guest and 
disqualified athletes removed).  Guest and disqualified athletes are marked as such in the results. 

The ‘non-participant points’ will be the highest of: the last adjusted position plus one; or 25 
points.  For any athlete not competing (or not finishing) in a fixture, and for any disqualified 
athlete, this is the number of points counting as his or her ‘adjusted’ position. 

For each athlete competing in the league, the lowest 3 of the first 4 adjusted positions will be 
added to the adjusted position in the final fixture to give an aggregate for the season.   

The Individual League Champions will be those gaining the lowest aggregate scores. 

5.2.2 Team Scoring 

If an athlete was not properly declared, not declared on time or not eligible to represent his/her 
team in competition, he/she scores points as an individual only, and does contribute towards a 
team. 



For each fixture, teams (including B teams etc.) will score points according to the sum of the 4 
members of the team.  If the team has fewer than 4 finishers, then the sum will include a 
multiple of ‘non-participant points’ (as defined above) to make up to 4 team members.  In order 
to be considered for a team award, a club, school or college needs to have more than one 
scoring member during the season. 

For each team, the points from all 5 fixtures will be added to give an aggregate for the season.   

The Team League Champions will be those gaining the lowest aggregate scores. 

5.2.3 Ties and Cancelled Fixtures 

If there is a tie on points, for Teams or Individuals, the relative positions in the final fixture will be 
decisive.  

If one of the first four fixtures is cancelled and not rearranged, the season’s awards will be based 
on the best 2 of the first 3 fixtures plus the final fixture for Individuals, and all 4 fixtures for 
Teams. 

If the final fixture is cancelled and not rearranged, the season’s awards will be based on the best 
3 of 4 fixtures for Individuals, and all 4 for Teams. 

If two or more fixtures are cancelled and not rearranged, the season’s awards (individual and 
team) will be based on all fixtures held. 

Notes 

Need to Change the Scoring System 

The current scoring system allocates points according to the number of athletes starting the race.  
Suppose 100 athletes start the first race, which Alex wins, scoring 100 points.  Unfortunately, Alex 
has to miss the second race, which has 90 starters, and is won by Ben, scoring 90 points.  Ben was 
unable to run the first race, but Alex and Ben battle it out in the remaining races, sharing the spoils 
with one further win each, and a dead heat. 

Under the current system, if we allowed Alex and Ben each to miss one race, Alex would finish 10 
points ahead of Ben because there were more starters in the race he ran.  Basing the results on 
position in the race gets rid of this problem. 

Need to Keep Final Fixture as Compulsory 

In order to be able to present awards to juniors at the final fixture, the scoring system needs to be 
simple enough to allow reliable manual calculation on the day.   

If the Individual scoring is the best 3 of 4 of the first fixture plus the final fixture, the best 3 of 4 can 
be calculated in advance, and the position in the final race simply added.   

However, if scoring was the best 4 of 5, human error is much more likely, and athletes might not be 
present for the awards ceremony. 

Updates 

8/2/19 First draft, for discussion. 


